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ABSTRACT
An open top chamber (OTC) experiment was conducted in 2010-11 and 2011-12 to study the impact of
elevated atmospheric carbon dioxide (580 ±20 ppm) on the growth, leaf pigmentation and biomass
partitioning of kabuli chickpea (cv. 1105). There was positive response to elevated CO2 in terms of
increased plant height, leaf area index (LAI) and leaf chlorophyll content. The leaf carotenoids content
and specific leaf area decreased under elevated CO2 with more dry matter partitioned towards stem.
Results suggest higher plant canopy growth with greener, thicker and long-lived leaves, under elevated
atmosphere CO2 condition.
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Introduction
Carbon dioxide (CO2) concentration in the
atmosphere has increased by nearly 37%, since
the dawn of industrial revolution (Keeling and
Whorf, 2008), and is likely to increase up to 570
ppm by the middle of the current century with a
consequence of 2.0 to 4.5°C warmer earth surface
(IPCC, 2007). Since CO2 is the substrate for
photosynthesis, any change in its atmospheric
concentration leads to enhanced carboxylation and
reduced oxygenation; thereby altering partitioning
efficiency i.e. carbon allocation in various plant
organs (Liu et al., 2005).
In a pot experiment, Morison and Gifford
(1984) found that 560 ppm of atmospheric CO2
increased leaf area with reduced transpiration rate
for 16 different agricultural and horticultural
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species. Greater leaf area along with higher plant
biomass was reported at all growth stages of
wheat under 600 ppm of atmospheric CO 2
enrichment (Pal et al., 2005). Similar effects were
observed also in berseem (Pal et al., 2004). Qiao
et al. (2010) reported more tillers in winter wheat
grown in OTC under 712 ppm of atmospheric
CO2.
Variable response of LAI was reported under
elevated CO2. In OTC experiments, significant
increase in LAI was reported in wheat (TauszPosch et al., 2012) and pigeon pea (Saha et al.,
2012). In contrast, reduced LAI was reported with
CO2 enrichment for maize (Kim et al., 2007). Leaf
chlorophyll content of wheat either increased
(Demothes and Knoppik, 1994), unaffected
(Donnelly et al., 2000) or decreased (Cheng et
al., 2010) due to elevated CO2.
Chickpea (Cicer arietinum L.) is the largest
produced food legume in South Asia and the 3rd
largest produced high-quality food legume
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globally. India is the largest chickpea growing
country in the world, accounts 73.3% share of
production within Asia and 72% of area under
chickpea, with an average productivity of 801 kg
ha-1 (Rao et al., 2010).
A large number of publications are available
focusing on the influence of atmospheric CO2
enrichment on the growth behavior of several
cereals, but very few for the pulses. Being an
important C 3 legume of semi-arid region,
information on the influence of elevated CO2
concentration on the growth behavior of chickpea
is rarely reported. Hence, the present study was
planned to quantify the impact of elevated CO2
on major growth parameters and leaf pigmentation
in kabuli chickpea.

3 weeks, plants were thinned to a density of 20
plant m-2 in each OTC.
Above ground plant parts were harvested
randomly in triplicate from each OTC at three
distinct crop growth stages viz., initial vegetative,
50% flowering and 50% maturity to study growth
and dry matter partioning. Based on physical
appearance, these growth stages appeared on 50,
94 and 125 DAS in 2010-11 and 48, 72 and 90
DAS in 2011-12.The harvested plants were
washed, morphological characters (plant height,
fresh biomass production) were recorded and the
leaves were separated. Total leaf area per plant
was measured using leaf area meter (LICOR-100)
and LAI was calculated as:

…(1)

Materials and Methods
Site characteristics
The experimental site was situated in semiarid climate of New Delhi, at 28°35′N latitude,
77°12′E longitude and at 228.16 m above mean
sea level with a fairly leveled topography. The
average maximum and minimum air temperatures
during crop growth seasons (rabi 2010-11 and
2011-12) were 19.5 °C and 6.6 °C, respectively.
The total rainfall received during the crop growth
period was 45.3 mm in 2010-11 and 25.8 mm in
2011-12, of which about 85% was received during
post anthesis period. The site has sandy loam soil
with 68.8% sand 19.2%, silt and 12.2 % clay.

Experimental details
The study was conducted in four circular
OTCs, fabricated using aluminum frame as used
by Saha et al. (2011) and were installed in the
field. Chickpea seeds (Cicer aerietinum L.; cv.
Pusa 1105- kabuli type) were treated in shade
with the fungicide Captan (@ 2 g kg-1 of seed),
Rhizobium culture and 10% sucrose solution. and
sown manually in rows with a spacing of 30 cm
row-to-row and 15 cm plant-to-plant. Basal dose
of 20-40-60 NPK was applied during seed bed
preparation and the sowing operation was
completed within third week of November. After
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Leaf chlorophyll (Chl) content was
determined by using a non-maceration technique
of Hiscox and Israelstam (1979). Briefly here, 1
g leaf slices were kept overnight in 10 ml of
dimethyl sulphoxide, the absorbance at 645 and
663 nm were recorded using spectrophotometer
and the chlorophyll content was calculated
following Arnon (1949). For leaf carotenoids
content, absorbance at 480 nm wavelength were
used in the equations proposed by Kirk and Allen
(1965). For calculating dry matter yield four
plants were randomly selected from each OTC
(i.e. total 8 plants for each treatment of elevated
and ambient CO 2) and cut at ground level.
Different plant parts like leaf, stem, and pod were
separated. Those plant materials were oven-dried
at 65°C for 48 hours and weighed separately by
precise digital balance. Dry matter in different
plant parts was expressed in g m-2 unit. Root and
stem portions were then collected for both
elevated and ambient CO2 exposed plants and
ignited at 450°C for 6 hrs in a muffle furnace to
estimate the mass loss in ignition (%).

Statistical analysis
The data were analyzed using complete
randomized design and the significance was tested
at 0.05 and 0.01 level of critical difference using
SPSS version 16.
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Results and Discussion
The plant height was 1.2-1.5 times (Fig. 1)
higher under elevated CO2 with a large increase
in LAI (Fig. 2) than control. The effect was more
visible at 50% flowering and podding stage.
Elevated CO2 accelerated plant growth by 45%
(94 DAS) during 2010-11 and 13% (72 DAS)
during 2011-12, with a significant increase in LAI
(both significant at p<0.05 and p<0.01). Initial
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vegetative stage was found to be less sensitive to
the CO 2 fertilization. Increased canopy
photosynthesis enables plants to utilize more
phtosynthates for its growth with concomitant
increase in chickpea LAI. As chickpea is a
leguminous crop (Singh and Diwakar, 1995),
there is possibility of increased nitrogen fixation
under elevated CO 2, which is subsequently
utilized by the plants to support the process of
growth enhancement (Gamper et al., 2005).

Fig. 1. Variations in plant height at different crop growth stages in chickpea

Fig. 2. Variations in Leaf Area Index (LAI) at different crop growth stages in chickpea
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In spite of increase in total leaf area by 1.5
(p<0.01) (2010-11) and 2.1 (p<0.01) times (201112) along with increase in leaf weight by 1.6
(p<0.01) and 3.6 (p<0.01) times in 2010-11 and
2011-12, respectively, the specific leaf area (SLA)
decreased by 19.3% (p<0.01) in 2010-11 and
22.5% (p<0.01) in 2011-12 at 50% flowering
stage (Fig. 3a). Our result supports the findings
of 159 % increase in wheat leaf area at 90 DAS
under elevated CO2 (Pal et al., 2005) and 43.7%
increase in plant height with a 3.3-fold increase
in LAI of Cenchrus ciliaris fodder species (Bhatt
et al., 2007). Contrary to Bhatt et al. (2007), our
result supports the decreased wheat SLA (Pal et
al., 2005) under elevated CO2, indicating lesser
expansion of leaf area per unit dry matter
accumulation in chickpea. Although increase in
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LAI through CO2 fertilization was supported by
an increase in total leaf area per plant along with
individual leaf weight, the magnitude of increase
in weight overshadows the effect of area
expansion in both of the years. Our results also
support the observation that leaf thickness is
increased due to higher rate of photosynthesis
under elevated CO 2 (Das, 2003), and the
dominance of photosynthetic carbon assimilation
over individual leaf nitrogen assimilation for
chickpea under elevated CO2 environment.
During all the growing stages, stem dry
weight was 1.5-2.8 times higher under elevated
CO2 and at 50% flowering stage it increased by
47.9 (p<0.01) and 141.8% (p<0.01) during 201011 and 2011-12, respectively (Fig. 3b). Mass loss
on ignition data (Fig. 4) at 50% flowering stage

Fig. 3. Variations in (a) Specific Leaf Area (SLA) (m2 g-1) and (b) stem dry weight (g m-2) at different crop
growth stages in chickpea
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Fig. 4. Variations in mass loss on ignition for root and stem portions of chickpea at 50% flowering under
elevated and ambient CO2 treatments

showed a significant (p<0.01) increase in carbon
allocation towards roots by 5.3% in 2010-11 and
3.6% in 2011-12, whereas increasing (but nonsignificant) trend for stem allocation was observed
was recorded under elevated CO2. This signifies
the enhanced downward movement of
photosynthates resulting from increased
photosynthetic assimilation under elevated CO2.
Overall, significant increase in chickpea growth
and dry matter allocation was observed due to the
photosynthetic enhancement effect of CO 2
enrichment and the partitioning of photosynthates
towards different growing plant organs (Pal et
al., 2004). The extra carbon fixed by the plants
was found to be translocated to growing axis of
the plant species (Sharma and Sengupta, 1990).
Significant increase in leaf chlorophyll
content (Fig. 5a) along with decreasing leaf
carotenoids content (Fig. 5b) under elevated
atmospheric CO2 enrichment were recorded over
the entire season in both of the years. Leaf
chlorophyll increased by 18.9 to 32.7% (p<0.01)
under elevated CO2 during 2010-11, and between
8 to 12% (p<0.05) in 2011-12 at different crop
growth stages.
Leaf carotenoids content on the other hand
decreased by 3-6 % in 2010-11 and 14-30%
(p<0.05) in 2011-12. Our results are in agreement

with Donnelly et al. (2000) who reported elevated
CO2 induced protection against leaf chlorophyll
damage, ensuring the greenness of the leaves for
a longer duration. It might be indicating better
nitrogen utilization along with decreasing trend
of leaf carotenoids content, and an increasing selflife of leaf chlorophyll in chickpea with enhanced
photosynthesis under elevated CO2 environment.
Increased chloroplast number per unit cell area
has been reported for Nicotiana sp. (Wang et al.,
2004). Being a legume, chickpea can fulfill its N
requirement through symbiotic nitrogen fixation
and therefore, with no limitation in supply of
plant available N as in the present study, plant N
uptake was accelerated under elevated
atmospheric CO2. It resulted in an increase in the
foliar N concentration and leaf chlorophyll
content (e.g. Cheng et al., 2010).

Conclusions
A significant positive growth response of
chickpea to the elevated atmospheric CO 2
enrichment was recorded. In spite of increase in
individual plant height, LAI, leaf chlorophyll
content and dry matter yield, leaf carotenoids
content decreased along with a decreasing trend
in SLA. This suggests the occurrence of less
expanded thick green leaves for a longer duration
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Fig. 5. Variations in leaf pigmentation (a) total chlorophyll (mg of Chl / gm of leaf fresh wt) and (b) total
carotenoids (mg of Carotenoids/ gm of leaf fresh wt) at different crop growth stages in chickpea

under elevated CO2 condition. Regarding the dry
matter allocation, more partitioning towards the
stem and the roots was obtained under the
elevated CO2 condition.
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